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| , ; Bae | - Samat, 
whe Somaya, of the 17th February, approves of the Young Ben al ey, 171, 1088. 

6 newspaper's afticle headed “ The cloud’ in 
rio Young, Bengal newspaper om the North and Sikkim affairs,” and hopes ee 
ibkim affairs - ‘that it will -have the effect of removing. all 4 
jsconception existing in the minds of Government officers in regard to 
Sikkim affairs. . 


TL—Houz Apurvisteation. 
AO MAMoas ooh 1 Sallaqa ont 918, 


, A correspondent of the Chdruvdrtd, of. the 6th and 18th Caanvvanta, 
m is February, says that, since the transfer of the > *™s 1% 
fnerense of crime st Ghoshgaonin Munsif’s Qourt from Ghoshgaon in Mymen- 


— | . singh, theft, dacoity and other crimes have 
‘sereased in-that place. Reports of theft. are heard every week. The 
police are doirig their best to check crime, but to no purpose. yay | rena 

8 A correspondent of the Murshidabad Pratinidhi, of the ‘Witwom, 
| 17th February, complains of the high-handed _ eb. 17th, 186s. 
proceedings of the constables attached tothe 
Berhampore police, A large crowd assembled to witness the race recently 
held at Berhampore. Some of. the'spectators leaned on the fences at the 
two extremities of the race ground, in order to have a good view of the race. 
Seeing this, the police constables singled out some school-boys belonging to 
respectable families for assault, and used very foul language towarde them. 
(Qn the last day of the races, a similar assault was committed on a student of 
the local college. Some gentlemen remonstrated against such conduct 
mdinformed the Police Sub-Inspector of the matter, who rebuked the 
constable ; but the constable did not mind this, but snatching a Jathé 
fom a by-stander flourished it furiously at the student and abused him. 
The Sub-Inspector with great difficulty succeeded in sending away the 
constable, who went to the District Superintendent of Police and asked for 
wm order for the arrest of the student, which is said to have been verbally 
ae But the boy had in the meantime left the place, and-so the matter 
ended, ie he | | 

Iv is very strange that the constable went on insulting the sons of 
rapectable men in defiance of the order of the Sub-Enspector of Police, 
id with the consent of the District Superintendent of Police. . 


4. A correspondent of the Samaya, of the 17th February, says that © suum, 
a several petty thefts have recently been com- e>- 17th, 1888. 
. ra wateneetane at Behala mitted at Behala in the 24-P ergunonahs, 7 The 

os " uz local police is showing no zeal or activity in 
acing the thieves. Its officers have discontinued the practice of going on 
rounds, and so dacoities may now be committed with impunity at 8 o'clock. 
- evening. .The number of budmashes in Behala and the surrounding 
bet has greatly increased, and a gentleman of Behala, who was return- 
‘3 _ at about half-past one o'clock at night, was recently set upon 
ih and of these budmashes, and i; was with mach difficulty: that he 
48 able to escape unhurt. ee 


The Berhampore police. 


Baboo Ba , _ 5. A correspondent of the same. 
“te Santpore alice, “=” Devoe praises the detective abilities of. 


Bamacharan Bnoomik, of Baboo, = 
. Damacnar oie ‘san emae: 
Pore Police. , : noomik, Varogah of the Santi- 


isnot likely thet he will recover his health before 
extension of leave will b saa 
I have jon duties in a weak state of health, andl wey dod 
want of good treatment. 
se Bangabdsi, of the 18th February, says that a 


- she Calwattn Poles. in Caleutta was cheated out of Rs. 


police refused to take the matter up, ae the om: one 
of the man who was stated to have cheated her, and advised he 


in the oo Hoogtly tt is said : 
la gg two brothers who are biacksm! 
‘h emanded payment, when an altercation 
aod the » Cabuli i stabbed the ours ger brother in the abdomen 1 
instantaneous death. The elder brother, on pretence of making pe 
of his claim, brought a khanra (a sharp sacrificial weapon) from i 
house and struck the murderer with i it, killing him on the spot.” 
Considering how these Cabuli pedlars oppress timid, ignorant, andi 
people in the mofussil, this may not be a mere story. Government ougit © 
anne oS oe See pon these Cabuli pedilars in the mofuseil. nS oor 
he Sanjivant, saa pe bah g ngs ee the following 
on what is stated to be a confidential. 
ee Circular, which is quoted below s—- of 
“ Indians have up to this date been sleeping without any suspicion « 
any evil. But a fearful policy has now been ado pted. The cia 
British Government is now about to adopt a policy which is followed « 
by the police in Russia. Already police oppression in India is enoug® 
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people restless, and the Cironler now proposes to arm. that police with 
we far more dangerous than what it a ‘present possesses. | The whole 
pore, should unite for the purpose of averting the impending evil.” ‘The 
folowing is the circular polerteg 00 FF Ge ' 

) ‘BENGAL POL! 

OONFIDENTIAL. 

3 _ Circular No, 5. 
ASEY, Eeo., Wee 6a Cesar tow } 


) att DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS.OF POLICE. 
(razovce MAGISTRATES ayy DEPUTY COMMISSIONERS.) 
Dated Caleutta, the 80th December 1887, 

A recent occurrence having shown s lamentable failure on the part 
of the police in the discharge of their duties as an Intelligence Department, 
snd it being considered necessary that the scope of their responsibilites in 
this respect should be defined and extended, the following instructions are 
how issued ;— sis +a cy Se nal hat ok 

9, Sub-Inspectors in charge of stations will in future submit weekly 
in the District Superintendent a confidential report on such of the under- 
mentioned subjects as may be indicated by that officer, who isto vary them 
a he may think expedient with reference to the circumstances of the district 
concerned, and to his estimate of the capacity and trustworthiness of the 
mbordinate in question. The information communicated is to be obtained 
from all available sources, the authority being mentioned whenever possible, 
and officers should be encouraged to report freely everything, .| 
apparently trivial, that can have a possible political significance. 2... » 

8. The District Superintendent and, in the case of Railway. Police, 
the Assistant Inspector-General will extract from the reports all'that he 
thinks worthy of notice, and submit the same in translation, combined with 
information gathered from other sources and explanatory notes, when 
necessary, in a weekly confidential diary through the Mayistrate of - the ee 
district, or, in the case of railways, to the Inspector-General direct.  —=—: 

4. This diary, which is to be in half-margin and inthe District 
Superintendent's own handwriting, will be submitted every Saturday after 
working hours, will be treated as a confidential communication, and will 
hot be sent in to the office. The cover containing it must: be marked 
D.0., and the District Magistrate will be instructed to send it by the next 
post direct to this office, after perusal, ‘marking the cdver “ Confidential, 
Special Branch,” and not to return it to: the District Superintendent. 

5. The diary will be written up from day to day, and each paragr ph 


> 
te 7 . 


From d. G. VE 


wil bear a weekly serial number. Officers receiving and forwarding diaries 


will enter in them any action they have taken or intend ‘to take re yarding 
Any Matter mentioned in. them, and will: sign such diaries: and enter the 
date on which they forward them. — : 4 TOME AR oie ly eG ue 


6. District Superintendents must anders:and that, for these orders to 
- Dave the desired result, the cordial co-operation and interest of all officers 
In the chain of correspondence is absolutely necessary. They must not 
therefore content themselves with merely passing on reports as received, but 
- comment fully on them, adding all’ such information as they may be 
® to obtain from independent observation and enquiry, and Sub-Inspi o- 
“rs should invariably have it impressed upon them that the collection of 
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«List of cal to re sented tpon— 
“ All agg movements, sects, leaders, villian and the 


(3) scaiiiie regarding religious sects, ee in doctrine 
and practice having a political s | 
gandiem. He 

(c) The arrival, sojourn, departure, and proceedings generally of 
suspicious characters and. foneigners, special attention 
being paid to possible foreign emisearies, and to the 
movements of wandering gangs of ore EO the presenes 
in any place of. noted criminals, and any circumstance 
regarding their habits that may come to notice. 

(2) Rumours or published. opinions disturbing the public peace. 
popular feelings te rumours. 

(e) Religious excitement; comments on laws and Government 
measures. 

(f) Illicit trade in arms and ammunition with special reference 
to any prosecution under the Arms Act for smuggling, — 
and to any discoveries of concealed arms. 

(7) Affairs in independent or semi-independent Native States, 
and rumours regarding them. 

(A) Constitution, objects and proceedings of native societies, 
whether established for political or ostensibly for other 
subjects. 

(3) Political or mass meetings: their origin, organization, and 
result as to public feeling in the neighbourhood selected, . 


with special reference to any tendency towards or pro 
bability of agrarian excitement. 


(7) Recruiting for the Indian Army or for Native States. 


J. C. Vuaszr, 
Inspector-General of Police, L. P. 


W. H. D’C.—Reg. No. 14116J—600—81-12-87. 


10. The same paper says that there has been of late years an 
: 1s dene. increase in the cases of dacoity all over 
India, and especially in Bengal, and mentions 
the following cases of dacoity in support of this statement -— 

A dacoity at Gadudaha in the Serajgunge sub-division. 

Ditto at Bhadraghat in the same sub-division. __ 
oe at Gandadaha and Bharmondali in the same ub 

vision. - 


Dacoities at Serajgunge, Rayapur, Ullapara, &c., in the listric 
of Pubna. 


A serious case of theft at Chandaikona within the jut 
of the Sergpur thana. 


A case of dunce at dhenidah, Kashta Magura. 


When people come to the police to give information regarding daca 
ties committed within their knowledge, they are privately told by pou 
officers not to describe dacoities as dacoities, but as simple cases of theft 
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fe in that’ Court, and: that persons 
by them to great annoyance for the pur- 


offering bail are often: 

sorting money. = JER ais she 3 

pose 0 a the tet dlear Sddhdrant, of the 20th February, says that wasyavremacan 
. the Confidential : Police Circular threatens to Sms. 

introduce a rei 


= 


6 
medium 
be that 
of Russia 


Feb. 20th, 1888. 


ty 
of ‘crime in the Jhenidsh son ) 


ab-division of Jessore. 


prevent their recurrence. If the police is so utterly remiss in the 
performance of its duties, why is it maintained at so much cost to the 
country P 
14, The Samvdd oer of the 28rd gir yes | oo not share gisvan Peasmaxan 
+ ou. 4. the apprehensions of some of its contem- rob. sara, 1888, : 
ee poraries regarding the Confidential Police : 
Gircular. All Governments employ secret agents. Manu himself sanctions 
employment of such agents. Russia, Germany, France, and other | 
opean countries employ a secret police. 
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The guilty alone need fear inquiry, open or secret. The people of India, | 
tho are loyal and law-abiding, have nothing to fear from such a circular. 


The educated community are concerned only with clause (a) of paragraph 7 
of the Circular, but it need not alarm them. Clause (6) of that paragraph 
formulates no new idea, and Hindus may regard it with supreme indifference, 
The writer would himself recommend the police to carry out the injunction - 
contained in clause (c). Clause (d) is absolutely necessary in the interests of a 
nternal peace. Clause (¢) appears to be unnecessary. Clause (f)isonly § _—_—sj 
srepetition of the provisions of the Arms Act. There is nothing new in ae ae 
the clauses which follow. eae i io}, : > ae 
__ Is is impolitic, however, to entrust uneducated Police Sub-Inspectors oe 
mith such serious matter. Besides, these Sub-Inspectors often rely on the . A 1S 
nillage chowkidars for information, and so the work of collecti informa- | 
won will ultimately devolve on the chowkidars, and Government. 
lably be misled by false reports. It is imperative therefore 
“ie should entrust this duty to thoroughly. trustwortt 
cers, : He ied de uk 
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(1) —Working of the Cour 
15. The Chattal Gasetie, of the 7th Fe 

4 heavy punishment, 
ing demanded a bribe... He was 
my local Deputy Magistate, and 
me ittiet Judge, to whom 
rag to three weeks’ impris 
employed than Dwarika Ni; 


Feb, 15th, 1888. 


Feb, 17th, 1888. 


BavoaBast, 
Fob. 18th, 1888. 


SanszIvanNi, 
Feb. 18th, 1888. 


Cuanv Varta, 


Fob, 6th & 18th, 1888. 74. arora) Baucation Resolution, %°Knowledge the usefulness of the 
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“s Sasisekhar okhe » the Deputy 7 -CRIMInAanY, Dut is de. 
Maristoate <n? tama ste ~— Ms er that he should be. removed 
is ... He is the prime offender in the case. = wy 
mn te” Wa odin of the 17th - Bebruary, thanks Mr. Reily, the 
eee i --, Chief: Presidency Magistrate, for the attempt 
" ‘The practice of pinke. _ he is making to pat down the practice 
18. Referring to the decision recently passed in the notorioy 
-. + «= +; » Dangail case, the same paper says that, ¢. 
sey flac spec ee Te sidering the nature of the charges that hay 
been proved against him, the Police Sub-Inspector, Ram Kumar Chakravart, 
tone we wae to have been very leniently dealt with. Is a sentence of 
six months’ imprisonment adequate fora man who attempts to enter 
force into the zenana of a respectable Hindu lady, abuses its inmates iy 
obscene language, and arrests innocent persons without a warrant? Again, 
how has the Deputy Magistrate, Baboo Sasisekhar, been dealt with? 


He ought to be dismissed from the Government service and visited wih 
some sort of corporal punishment. 


19. Thesame paper is glad to hear that the Lieutenant-Governy 
Beboo Akshays Kumar Basu, has degraded Baboo Akshaya Kumar Bam, 
Deputy Magistrate of Jamalpore. the Deputy Magistrate, who figured in the 
recent damalpore affair, ae | 
20. Acorrespondent of the Bangabdst, of the 18th February, say: 
oe that some Mahomedans of Bali Dewangunge, 
eT a village in the Jehanabad sub-division of the 


Hooghly district, stole a cow belonging to a Hindu and slaughtered it 


Baboo Purna Chandra Mittra, the Sub-divisional Officer, sentenced one of the 
accused persons to undergo two months’ imprisonment and to pay: a: fine of 
Rs. 80. This punishment is considered to be very light compared with the 
rravity' of the offence, Such light punishments will exercise n 
terrent effect. a en 4 
«21. The Sanjtvani, of ~ wie Serene aetente . the: resolution 
- ae of the pleaders of the Alipore Bar: not to appeat 
” _— and fhe Alipore Ber. 5) the Court of the District Judge, Mr. Rampin, 
who is stated to behave badly towards them. It speaks well for the 
country that the pleaders have at last learnt to combine. ; 

22. The same paper, wotortiog 1a the nee Forced aaa 
| reported in paragraph 90 of the rt on 
pearba iuibeeemenancerds 3 Native Papers my the week ending 4 

February 1888, says that the way in which the case is being tried: makes i 
impossible for any one else but the authorities concerned to guess how mst] 
days more the case will take before it is finally disposed of. . oe 


 (d)—Bducation. 
23. The Chdruvdrté, of the 6th and 13th February, is prepared © 


r 7 


made by Government in the Moral Educat 
that the most effective means for the forms 
Boys require to observe virtue in pre 
at school in order to be able to form a good charsc™ 
Tegulate the education or supervise the conduct of bof 
ib can, by appointing men of really good characte ® 


Resolution, but is of opinion 
of character is good example, 
both at home and 
Government cannot 
in their homes, but 


who is not h 


live a. virtuous life, 


gire them the opportunity of observing -¢ 


Sehool-boys readily take to the ways: of their 


rs 


duct. good. teacher to lie solely ia . 
+e the usefulness of a good teacher to lie solely 1a g 
ane mistaken, for he cannot be a good. teacher. 
. Fe nimpeachable character, end who does not . Vu : 
it is only because the people of this country do not understand the value 
character that many persons who.do not possess it at all pass for good 
Good character. is at a discount among school-masters in this 
and both the public and the Government are blind to this fact. 
in appointing teachers, .no care is taken to select men of good character. 
This matter should receive ‘the earliest attention of the authorities and the 
meee er! “i ee RS 


94, The sume paper asks Government to follow up the good it has done 


og" 3 


. 


Gente 2° _. making grants to the ¢ols, The writer fears that 
this request will not find favour with Government. Although vast sume are 
recklessly wasted ia such things as the Burmese War, the frontier defences and 
the Sikkim fiasco, Government grudges the smallest expenditure for the study 
of Sanskrit, a language which is held so dear by the very people at whose 
est the luxury of war isindulgedin, 2 6 

~ A well-known pandit cf Mymensingh, who keeps a ¢ol of 25 or 80 
tudenta, recently applied to the Inspector of Schools, Eastern Circle; for’ a 
grant ; but was informed in reply that the present state of the exchequer did 
not permit such expenditure. | Ad Spe tk 


* 


25. The Sansodhint, of the 10th February, says that, with a view to 
improving the morality of school-boys, parti- 
cular attention should. be paid to the inter- 
wchool rules, and the existing age restrictions in regard to the Middle En- 
glish, Middle Vernacular and Primary Scholarships should be done away 

“ 


The morality of school-boys. 


% 


vith, Boys generally understate their age in order to be able to o 


cholarships ; and the practice of understating age is certainly a ‘demoralis- 


ing practice. The number of text-books should also be reduced, as too many 
books take up too much of the teacher’s time to enable him to devote his 
attention to any other work however important. The boys, too, cannot 
read up so many books, and therefore have recourse to’ foul practices in 
order to succeed at the examination. This, too, is demoralising. © =§ 8 — 
26. The Burdwan Haniioes of the 14th February, says that although 

: an the present. system of primary education is 
ee ee . better than the old pathsala olen still it is 
not without grave defects. The subject of zemindari accounts is a little too 
hard for boys of 10 or 11 years of age. In the old pathsalas only the mist 
advanced boys were taught zemindari accounts. The number of books read 
in the primary schools is also very large.’ And science as a subject of study: 
in the primary schools is. most objectionable. .1t is difficult.in itself, and it 
8 sbeolutely unintelligible without experiments, for which, however, there 
sno provision in the primary schools either in the shape of apparatas or ir 
that of skilled teachers. The members of District Boards are now en 
with the supervision of primary education, and i¢.is hoped that they | 
that the class w 
e students in th 
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Cuanv Vana, 


1G by holding Sanskrit examinations and by Feb sh & 138, 1888. 


S aNsODHINI, 
Fob, 10th, 1888 
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and practised the profession with ability for 
fg wo a fs be unpassed men! re 
of the 16th February, 
think that ev 
of virtue w 
e had been guilty of such dishonest be, 
ori Mr. Larpent, an awful howl would aan 
ee Anglo-Indians; but it can be boldl focal y. 
ing such an important post would have been’ capable of rm 
as Mr. ‘Teoest has acted. 
29. The Sulabh Samdchdr and Kushdaha, of the 1h Fe 
that a large number of Prussian ladies pec 
Female teachers in the higher gubmitted a petition to their Governmen 
a ee praying for the employment of female teacher 
age classes of girls’ schools. Such an arrangement should be 
ted.in every country, and especially in India. . - 
30. The Pratikar, of ® 17th February, says that a clerk wm 
Pena attached to the office of the 
An eduestion clerk for Moorshed- Inapector of Schools, Moorshedabad ; but the 
gn post has since been abolished on the 
retrenchment of diture. But this measure has pension led to the 
abolition of the Deputy Inspector's office. For the Deputy Inspect 
being a travelling officer, who is the most part of his time out of head-quarten, 
his office wor y is not done all the time he is out visiting. It is he 
that the Director of Public Instruction will soon revive the post of at 
in the Deputy Inspector’s office. 
$1. A-correspondent of the Pangabdsi, of the 18th February, says 
Se oe aoe is $ : lower rg oh 
WE craven abpore, a village in: the Gybanda 
Bugis . division of the Rungpore district, whose 
pandit and pupils have joined a jatra party in that village. The school 
is on thie account deteriorating. 
$2. The Som Prakdsh, of the 20th February, says, with reference to 


Primary education in Bengal, Primary pathshalas— . 
i).—That the gurus of these pathshalas are an extrem 
set of men. They have to shift for their dail 
they cannot on that account attend properly to 
rial work. But if they get fixed monthly s 
= regularly and panctually, they may be able to 
all their time to teaching work. in 
(ii).—Then, again, a large number of the text-books ea 
the primary examination are quite useless. i is 
anreasonable to expect boys of ten or eleven years. 0% 
to answer questions about J 
which are the most difficult among 
pin grown-up mohurirs take Pag or ‘ae 
master. 


ge. In the writer's 0 a0 

and @ little arithmetic, ineluding Sul 
arithmetic, would be . quite. sufficicnt, ‘attention 
igrapby ; and. Saral Sarir-palan may:. be retained, 
its retention is considered | absolutely necessary. But any 
thing: over and: above. this would be too much. for the 
. primary examination. -Zemindari and: mahajani : accounts 
should be included in the Middle Vernacular course. ‘The 
~~ health of little boys. ninst bredk down ‘if they have to read 
|} too many and too heavy text-books. ; 
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(88, The Dainik ond Somdchdr Chandrikd, of the 21st Pebraar 


’ ‘ 


; | all 
ie, 2 ea am 
9 Sey 
& ; ° 


. 


‘that. the. students preparing ‘for’ the ensiii 
io JOVI «ORE great inconvenience in consequénce ‘of the 
snouncement made by the Calcutta Syndicate that their examination wi 
tke place in the first- week of March next. As the last Academic Session 
commenced in the third week of June last, these boys have-got only ¢ight 
nonths to prepare themselves for the examination. — : Pa ae RLeets 
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(Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


$4, The Chdruvdrid, of the 6th and 18th’ February, says that th®  cmsovet 
departure jof Moulavi Bazl-ul-karim from ™ *? 
The Netgokons Manicipality in My- Netrokona has left the Chairmanship of the 
_—e ---ocal Board and Municipality vacant. As the 
Moulavi was not in good. temper’ on the day ‘of his departure, he failed to 
make arrangements for filling up the vacancy. Meanwhile, Heaven. . alone 
knows where Mr, Hollow now is—at Dacca or in Calcutta. Such disorder 
would not have arisen if it had been formally arranged that the Deputy 
apisttate for the time being would be the Chairman of’ the. Board and o 
the Municipality. Lcoking at these things, the writer is inclined to thin 
that it would have been better if the Local Board ‘had been, instituted | aft 


v 


>: * ; 


the introduction of the elective system. ‘Will the people be so fortunate as 
to find that system introduced during the time of Mr. Dutt, the much-res- 
pected Magistrate ?° It would have been well if the system had been. in 
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Pp es on the election of Muni- pr ape ‘of the 

at tae 
ecting Chairmen, ani | orders of the Mas 
directly exercising any authority | 
Baboo Surendra Nath Ban jee has 


y, says that Baboo 


lawyers, 
or the purpose. of electing Ohairmen are . 
ible man, and the writer therefore. exp 


Judgment, and ho he will 


USEDANA, 
Fob, 17th, 1888. = Mofussil municipalities. 


SaNnJivVanys, 
Feb. 18th, 1888. 
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-- $6, The Hindu Ranjiké, of the 15th February, ssys that there ; 
+e - = " gq foul tank to the north of Shahebben, 
A foul tank in Rampore Beaulesh, 4.4 ¢) the ig or — 
Msjomdar’s lodging in Rampore Beauleah. The residents of the ne; 
bourhood throw dirty refuse into this tank. The outbreak of malariy 
fever and cholera in the locality is mainly due to the existence of thj, 
tank. And as the water of this taok is used for drinking purposes, th, 
municipal authorities are requested to at once re-excavate it and keep it ip 
od order. : 
0 a. The Sulabh Samdchdr and Kushdaha, of the 17th February, 
says that the village ‘municipalities are no 
workiog: satisfactorily, and the object with 
which the elective: system was introduced into this country has not been 
fully realised in villages situated at a considerable distance from towns and 
other centres of enlightenment.. Rich and influentiab men, devoid of all 
eense of public responsibility, have acquired most power in the village 
municipalities, and that is why ordinary village people cannot express 
their views in an independent spirit on the occasion of the municipal 
elections, and often elect unworthy men as Commissioners out of fear, 
The educated’ and enlightened people of the villages ordinarily reside in 
towns for purposes of business, and they cannot therefore attend regularly 
to the affairs of the village municipalities. And if they at all present 


themselves for election, they are opposed on the ground of their habitual 


absence from the villages and their irregular attendance. Thus, only those 
men whose wealth enables them to lord it over the poor villagers happen to 
monopolise municipal power, which they exercise in a manner which is 
highly prejudicial to the cause of Local Self-Government. The writer is 
therefore of opinion that Government ought to ascertain how the men who 
are most independent, highminded, and fearless in their attitude towards the 
wealthy and unscrupulous Dalapates in the villages may be induced to 
serve on the Municipal Boards, and it ought thereafter to assist such -men 
in getting themselves employed on those Boards. - ae” 
88. The Sanjicani, of the 18th February, is astonished at the election 


si: hia id aa - a tg ae ed the oe 
North Banrsthrose Manicnity ~=s« Barrackpore Municipality. Most people in 
a this-country will allow a European 63 wat an 
arbitrary exercise of power rather than entrust power to one of their own 
countrymen. And this is why the Commissioners of the North Barrack- 
pore Municipality have thrown out their old native Chairman and elected 
Major Scott in his place. This election means that there is not one native 
in all North Barrackpore fit to hold the office of Municipal Chairman. But 
the fact is not so. There are many men in North Barrackpore fit, for. that 
office, and it is due only to the thoughtlessness of some among the Commi- 
sioners that a Huropean has been elected Chairman. Baboo Surendra Nath 
Banerjee proposed Ray Gopal Mohan Sarkar Bahadoor for the Onairmat- 
ship, and Baboo Saroda Prosad Ghose seconded and Mr. Price supporte 
the proposal. Will those who voted for Major Scott say what objection 
they could urge against the election of Ray Gopal Mohan ? yeas 
89. The same paper 5 the rpaeured, nonitnation b Gorersuiat 
: _ Of Mr. Cuthbert MacDonnell, Superintenden 
ie unicinalien of the Geraj- of the Local-Jute Company, to the Ohait man 
ship of the Serajgunge Municipality on #& 
following grounds :— 7 an 
(1) Mr. MacDonnell is young in years, and indiscretion is a promt 
nent trait in his character. es 
(2) Mr. MacDonnell is opposed to the interests of the Muli 
clpality. AO 
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“Mz. MacDotinell has ‘already ‘taken steps to : 


management of. ; and as the ferry questior 
$y gtill undecided, ‘he, if elected Chairman, will have'to sit . 
ge in judgment on his own case. — ts oe 
(4) Last year -he insulted ‘the Municipal: Commissioners | 
writings and acta. = vane ‘ai 
ring the last three yeats the Municipality managed ifs" 
oe faite iobotaat lly. Where then ‘18! the necessity ' for 
appointing an outsider to the Chairmanship? © = 
e intment of a European Chairman will amount to 
lie questioniog the fitness of Bengalis for municipal work, 
and will. thus materially injure the cause of Local 
Government. ) ate. Fringe 
Under a European Chairman the municipal funds -are likely to 
_be aaah as before, in the interest of particular individuale 
and classes rather than in that ofthe publi... — 
40. The Bangabdst, of the 18th February, has ‘received the following  sysaumus, 
aes, telegram-from Dacca :—“ A very crowdéd and Feb. 18th, 1888. 
ager meer beth enthusiastic meeting of the rate-payers of the | 
Dacca Municipality, called at the instance of ‘the President of the Rate- 
payers’ Association, was held on Sunday at 4-30 Pm. No less than 3,000 
rate-payers attended the Hast Bengal theatre house. The following ‘resolu- 
tion was passed :—That this meeting confirms the resolutions of the:rate- 
myers’ meeting held on the 22nd of July, passing a vote of censure and 
vant of confidence, and considers that the explanations which the Chairman 
hs published are not satisfactory ; that many of the charges laid against him 
have not at all been touched by him; that in the opinion of the meetiog it 
be held that some friends of Baboo Ananda Chunder Roy, : by «misrepre- 
wentations and concealing the true object, have procured the: signatures of 
many persons, with a view of presenting a petition to the authorities for 
nominating Ananda Baboo as a Commissioner by Government; that . this 
meeting deprecates their conduct in this important matter; that the Chair- 
man of the Rate-payers’ Association be requested to apply immediately for'a 
copy of aforesaid petition, and that the said President be requested, on 
receipt of the copy, to make a true representation on the subject, ascertain- 
ing from the so-called signatories by what pretences their signatures were 
obtained ; that this meeting adopts the petitions made to the authorities 
against Ananda Baboo’s nomination. While this resolution was being dis- 
cussed several rate-payers stated that their signatures were obtained on 
rarlous pretexts other than for Ananda Baboo’s nomination.” = © = = 
_, The Baboo advocates of Local Self-Government are now pursuing a 
tuicidal policy by publishing such scandals as these in connection with their 
pet system. But if Government withdraws the privilege of Self-Government 
from the Dacca Municipality on the strength of these disgraceful disclosures, 
the same Baboos will raise a tremendous howl all ‘over the country. . 
nt people like these Baboos do not deserve to be entrusted wi 
41. A correspondent of the one paper _ sys. diag to the pro- piveinsr 
A bridge in the B .. ., posed construction of a.g ridge , 
fo tirtem ein Th orden Ward Xo, Tf 
ek ipa 4a The road in question is not ‘an important ‘one, an 
used by the public. There is not also much traffic onit. It 
they ome Baboos for the purpose of going to the river to bath 
ndge b a way 8 ridge is going to be | CURSUUue ed P aE 
© constructed for the purpose of securing the safety of 
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Web, 19th, 1888. 


BaxGanasi 
Fed, 18th, 1888. 


néwly built by a friend of the ‘Vice-Ohairman ?. : 
sioners are req neon gw cop wager ero, 
ii ‘42, ‘The Dacea Prakdsh, of the 10th February, wars that the meetin 
revently convened by the: ‘newly-established 
of the Dacca Rete-perees'  “Raté-payers’ | Association of Dacca ‘to deter. 
mine what steps should be taken in connep, 
h the Municipal Chairman Ananda Baboo, was a failure. Despite 
of its promoters to secure a large attendance, the meeting was 
stonded only by some 50 men, most.of vice reside at Bangsal and none 
of whom are men of note and respectability. Even M. Syad Abdul 
Bari in whose name the meeting was called was absent from the meeting, 
When. the proposals condemning the letter in which Ananda Babo 
attempted to refute the charges brought against him and the etition pre- 
to Government by the respectable people of Dacca asking for the 
re-appointment of Ananda Baboo as a Commissioner were made, the Whole 
assembly, with the exception of seven or eight among the promoters, left 
the meeting. And these seven or eight men then proposed that the pro. 
‘of the meeting be sent to the Magistrate and the Commissioner 
as well as to the editors of newspapers. Knowing that it would be impossible 
to deceive the local press, the promoters of the meeting have aod the 
columns of the Calcutta Mirror for the purpose of publishing an exag. 
erated account of the meeting, stating that some 8,000 rate-payers attended 
e meeting. But nothing can be: further from the troth than this 
statement. 
The meeting was held in the East Bengal Theatre room which is 
64 cubits lon; my 21 cubits broad, and which can therefore accomniodate at 
the most only 1,134 persone, supposing: each person to occupy a apes of 
1 square cubit. 
There were many men present at the meeting who protested. against 
ite proceedings, and among them was Rahat Bux, a respectable Mahomedan 
entleman, who more than once attempted to address the meeting 00 
half of Ananda Baboo, and was stopped by the opposite party. 
The attempt to represent a meeting of no more than 50 out of 


14,000 rate-payers of Dacca as a representative meeting of the bn 
body. of the rate-payers is simply ridiculous. 


48. The same paper asks the Municipality of Dacca to pr 


Tho price of salt within the Dacca by beat of drum that the proper price of. ‘ah 
— per seer is six pice. 


44. A correspondent of hc Som Pegnes of the yt Feb uary, 

, referring to the appointment of Baboo Sarat 
ee See Chandra Roy as Vice-Chairman of the San 

pore Municipality, says that Baboo Sarat Chandra is an industrious and 

educated young, 1 man, and that he will do his utmost to improve the 

municipality. For several reasons, however, most of the Commissioners 

have been opposing and obstructing him. Such being the case, it is & 


matter of regret that he at all came forward as a candidate for. the Vice: 
Chairmanship. 


( f )—Questions ajeciiag the land. 


45. A correspondent al the Bangabdst, of the 18th 


| mplains of the highhanded al 
ol i fo‘ Welhaged shoo Gcpel Ohaudra soil record 
of the Bhogoban ogobanpore kine office in the Contai sub-division of She 
pore district. Only a ten-anna instalment of the rent has net 


thé fedord-keepet has 0 CONC 
. Phe followme ast uf oppremios are mentioned 
sord-keeper went'td the’ house’ of one Krish 
tthe tipatindgar mouzs. Krishna was tidt | 
ome. ‘The récord-Réeper’ beat the women of Krishui'é 
house so severely that oné of thet, Kristina’s mother-th-law, 
ad her hand fractured. The record-keeper had with him 
tio certificate dathotising attachment of property, wud yet 
he forcibly took away doors and door-frames and four 
annas to pay coolie hire. a : 
(2) A small amount of rent was due frotti # woman who was 
“her meal when the record-keeper went to her house, ‘Tt 
record-keeper would not wait till the woman had finished — 
her meal, and ordered a. low-caste peon to take her by the 


hand. She was then beaten. . : 4 ae 


(8) Trailokya Ram Jana, an old man of 60 years of age, of thé 

village of Bhupatinagar, who has paid off all his dues up tg 

date, was severely beaten in ofder to make him pa 
for the whole year. ‘The old man swooned thrice. 

(4) On Monday, the 10th Magh last, the record-keeper went to 
Bianda Adt. The. son of Jadab Jana, of the villege | 
Damurdandi, had also gone to the 44¢, He has paid’ fen 
on account of the 10-anha ¢owzt. He was, however, 
beaten with a shoe by the tecord-keeper himeelf and his 

aiks, in order to make him pay the full rent of the 
year. Many other persons who came to the Adé received 
similar treatment. . ; 


@ Sub-Manager of the Bhogobanpore khas office and the Sub- 
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divisional Officer of Contai are requested to — why these br 
were committed, and why an attempt was made to reales. the 
of rent before it fell due. Rent was cullected im a most .s& 
manner during the last four or five years. The towcé system bas been ia 
troduced by Government with a view of enabling the ryote to pay reat id 
instalments. The record-keeper, Gopal Chandra, and othét officers of the 
thas office have purchased at auction sales 4,000 or 5,000 bighas of land 
tt Mallikpore, in the Paharpore pergunnah, ok 
The rent of these lands has fallen into drrear for the last two 
bot the Sub-Manager takes no notice of the matter. The condition ‘of ¢ 
people of this patt of the country is must deplorable, ‘Phere is no tieand 
f draining off water, and the paddy crops have neatly failed for the 
last four or five years in sticcession. The fields have become guite unfit for 
ihe cultivation of paddy by reason of their remaining under water. But in 
ipite of all these disadvantages the cultivators are regularly paying res 
0 toetalments. The higher officers of Government are requested ‘ 
‘careful enquiry into these matters, ie 
46. The Sanjivant, of the 18th February, me me 
mt to the Lieutenant-Governor b 
dts against their gemindar, Babe 
uart Bayley will not fail to do justiog in the matter, > 
47. The Som Prakdsh, of the 20th February, says that 
ie — Uvtarbar aad J aha in - 
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of 


be exercised upon them by their sominder, "4 
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(ma) 


wre. If the facts be as the ryote allege, the matter must. be 
7 parislative Coancil will stand condemned if ryote a! 


oppressed by the zemindars in spite of the Ten 
es that the impartial and kindhearted Lieutenant-Goren” 


ings by granting 


(9) —Railways and communications including canals and irrigation, 


Cnsav Viats, 48. A correspondent of the Chdrw Vartd, of the 6th and 18th Po, 
Feb, Oth & 13tn, 1888, ruary, complains of the want of a direct roa 
aaa Ghosbgacn in Mymew- from Ghoshgaon to Nasirabad in the distris 

of M singh. 
49. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 19th February, complains of 4) 
yoo a am 3 loss entailed on the Postal Department ber 
.The Dacea-Goalundo Steamer Ser- the general public in consequence of th 
oe steamer plying betweeen Dacca and Goalund, 


being delayed on the way. 


(h)— General. 


Cuasv Vanes, 50. The Chdru Vdrid, of the 6th and 18th February, says that th 
Fob, Gh & 13th, 1686, Legislative Council is, a merely noming 
; on mamas of the Legislative institution, as tne destinies of India ar 
virtually roled by the will and pleasure of 
successive Viceroys. Lord Lytton’s acts were undone by Lord Ripon 
in the same way as Lord Dufferin is now slowly undoing all the good things 
that Lord Ripon did for India. The fate of this country is thus of a ver 
changeable character; its happiness, as well as its misery, is fleeting and 
transitory. The question therefore arises, whether a people can derive any 
from sucha rule? It is, of course, madness to expect Governors of 
the type of Lord Ripon to be always at the head of affairs. If the Viceregil 
term of office is extended, there will be less change, but it will not be 
advisable for many reasons to do so. A man like Lord Ripon may bk 
always welcome; but Lord Lytton, as a ruler for any length of time, would 
be anything but agreeable. 
e ove effective remedy for this mischievous variability of the 
administrative system lies in strengthening and remodelling the constitution 
of the Viceregal Legislative Council. This Council should direct the whole 
administration, and it should be for the Governor-General to carry out 
what it directa. But such a remodelling of the Legislative Council cannot 
be effected without introducing the representative principle into it 
51. The same paper says that the argument “ the rise in hae = 

of salt consequent on the increase of the 
or ee Reh aM, duty will be cas trifling—that the increase ia 
price will not exceed one pice, can be accepted as correct only by the rich 
who cannot conceive wnat increase of expenditure, not exceeding even two 
pice per month, means to the poor. | 
52. The same paper hopes that Lord Dufferin wil et ae some 

, thing to earn the gratitude 6 peo 
ome = aol thie country. The poor people whom eC 
has offended by increasing the salt duty will shower blessings on him if be 
ants liberty to the coolies of Assam. Tne writer hears that Lord Duffens 
asa coolie law under his consideration, and begs sincerely that Hs 

Excellency will, on the eve of his departure, provide for the liberty and salt 
of these innocent people, There are few who befriend the poor, and 

writer will forget all His Lordship’s faults if he shows some kindness t0 

poor coolies of Assam. | hee 
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fmkere are some who say that if the present .system of coolie-reoruiting 
Facog will lead to the ruin of the tea industry in Assam, and. con- 
Bev atiy deprive. this country of a: very profitable trade and. blight all 
0 4 the progress of Assam. The writer admits the force of this 
0 ent; but he cannot, in spite of this, look with a complacent eye upon 
the bratal treatment to which ooolies. are subjected in Assam. He will 
> with a just disdain any gold or silver which may be obtained 
"fhe cost of the life and liberty of Her Majesty’s poor subjects, No 
civilized people can, in fact, approve of such money-making, 
63 The same paper does not mean to say that Lord Dafferin has  cassv vanms, 
| ieee wounded the feelings of his subjects by com- Feb 6th & 19, 1888 
Lord Dufferin's administration, =€§»itting acts of injustice, but he believes that 
His Lordship has failed to win even a fraction of that love and good-will 
which Lord Ripon won by his kindness and justice. == 
54. The Srimanta Saddgar, of the 11th February, referring to the  samawr sanscs, 
regener resignation of Lord Dufferin, remarks that Hig —F*>- 11+h, 1688, 
ee" Lordship came to India with a good name 
and will return to England with a bad name. He will remain in this 
“country another year, and if he can, during that time, reorganise the, Legis- 
lative Councils on a representative basis, abolish the Arms Act, grant 
volunteering rights to natives and separate the Judicial and Executive 
functions, he will return to his native country with the blessings of the 
whole population of India on his head, | 
55. Tne Gaura Duta, of the 13th February, has received a communie avn Dum, 
cation against the Sub-Registrar of Kaliachak "> '* 186 
y.ihe Sub-Registrar of Kaliachak in in Maldah. The Sub-Registrar is requested 
to behave properly in future. Ce 
66. The Sér Sudhdnidhs, of the 13th February, says that some 
_. English writers are in the habit of describing 
India as a burden upon England. This is 
not correct, for the fact is that both the countries are under obligations to 
each other. Besides, writing. like this: does mischief by giving countries 
- —_ the idea that there is cot perfect harmony Stuean England 
and india. : he oo 
57. The same paper —_ that ” Lord Dufferin’s PR gE 
ch sinclakhcae itherto been very unpopular, he bas still a 
_— mano chance of leaving a good reputation in India 
if he carries out the following reforms :— ee ie 
(1) . The remediating of the Legislative Councils on a representative 
asis. : : LORS 
(2) Repeal of the Arms Act. 


(3) Granting volunteering privileges to natives. ° 
(4) Separation of the Executive and Judicial functions,’ : 
58. The Burdwan Senioo of the 14th February, says that the 
‘The deficit in the budget. Financial Member of the Viceregal Council 
attributes the deficit in the budget to three ' 


r 


India’s relations with Englend. 


causes, namely :— 


tern Frontier of India, 


items of expenditure, but the writer thi 

he Government is in constant drea asion: of Tndi: 
and it is therefore spending a large sum of money in strengthening the 
frontier defences, But this fear of Russia is oonsidered by many wise ani 


Mr. Westland thinks that there is no 


from entering into India, it is only neceséary 
eves through which India can be reached. 1s being 
spent on . the beyond the 
cvttery 
. Mie loss on account of exchange ced 
if the home charges are paid in Indian money, .if the articles which the 
Government of India buys in England for its own use are bought in India, 
and if « portion of the cost of recruiting and training in ro those 
soldiers who are employed not only in India, but also in all other parts of 
Her Majesty’s Envpire, is charged to England’s Ovlonies. | 
The annexation of Upper Burmah has led to very heavy expenditure; 
but it is very doubtful whether Upper Burmah will ever be able to pay to 
India. Barmah should therefore be made a British Colony like Ceylon, 
and her connection with India shoald at onee cease. If Burmah is cut cit, 
a large saving will be effected. Spe wy 
69. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 15th February, says that the pre- 
Prevalence of theft and dacoity in Valence of theft and dacoity in this country 
the country. is due only to the increasing wants of the 
people; and that being the case, neither the army nor the police will be 
able to suppress theft or dacoity in the country. Let the Government try 
— the wants of thé people, and theft and dacoity will . steadily 
iminish. ) 
60. Notwithstanding what Lord — has said — his 
ee resignation, the same paper says that disagree- 
ee ere dent with tbe House of able 06 the question 
of the re-imposition of the cotton duties is one of the causes of His Lord- 
ship’s resignation. This may not be the sole cause, but it is certain that it is 
one cause. | 


61. The Sehachar, of the 15th February, —_ _ Mr. —_ acott’s 
aoe oes ae inquiry into the workin the outstill system 
ee in | es has conte’ him that these ovt- 
stills are working serious mischief. If this report be true; some mitigation 
of the evil may be expected. vole 
62. The same paper is sorry to hear that Lord Dufferin is going away 
i before :his time. Much was expeeted of him, 
aes which it will not be possible for him to do 
withio the space of one year. He has not, up to the present moment, been 
able to devote bis attention to the internal affairs of India, the last three 
years having been spent by him in strengthening frontier defences, in 
increasing the military establishment in India, and in settliog the Afghan 
boundary question. His attention was engrossed by Russia and Burmah, 
and Thibet too received some share of it. Fortunately, foreign affairs do 
not now demand all his time and attention, and he has thetefore direoted bis 
attention to the internal administration of the country. This is in fact 
just the time for Lord Dufferin to endeavour to promote the happiness af 
the people of India, and to remove their wants and grievances. In two 
years he would have been able to do a great deal in this direction, but 
unfortunately for the people of India he remains only one yeat mote. __ 
Iv is possible, however, that things may be done in ten months - which 
could not be done in three years. hen times are favourable, om 
yearé work may be accomplished in ten days. Lord Dufferin’s’ acts and 
words have more than once impressed the writer with the’ belies fis 
Hie Excellency is India’s well-wisher. It’ is, indeed, due te defect m4 


2 
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e paper: hés. no objection to reasonable expenditure 
| sean . aa eeuesdt tk: the. object of ensuting: the ed 15th, 1808. 
Wastefal expenditure. safety of the empire, but it will:not tolerate 
assteful expenditure— . Tat es ae oh ) SRN AL oh ree ne 
(i) The: office of the Secretary of State for India does more hi 
.< sthan good: to this: country; and is besides very. costly, 
being, in fact, much more costly than the office of any other 
English Secretary. A building has recently’ been’ con-. 
- structed for this’ office ata cost:of -one crore, which has 
been obtained by means of a'loan. The building is'nt 
India’s property, and yet: India must’ pay ‘the- interest on 
this money loan! ‘Why is India made to-bear the, burden 
» of half a-crore on account’ of Oooper’s Hill College? A 
transport ship bas been built at a cost of one crore and 25 
lakhs for the conveyance’ of troops between England 
and . this ‘country. The ship’ is used also in conyeying 
troops to Australia and the British possessions in Africa 
and.America. ‘Why then should India alone pay the whole 
cost of its construction and maintenance ? : | 
(ii) Does not the practice of sending out British troops to India for 
a short time and of’ sending them with pensions to’ serve 
in the English army cause great pecuniary loss to India? 
The injustice of this system has been pointed out by the 
Army Commission, by the Indian Commander-in-Chief, Sir _ 
Frederick Roberts, and by Lord Wolseley. Why should | 
not this injustice be corrected ? Poti Tans os) 
fii) Why are those artieles indented from England for use,in. the 
offices of. Government which can be easily . had in this 
country ? : eee ce 


iv) There is, in fact, wasteful: expenditure on. all, sides, Of the 


20 crores annually. sent to England, more than one-half 
is wasted The fact of this waste cannot be gainsaid. 
Why should the people of. India tolerate such ‘waste? 
Mr. Evans spoke about .these things in the Vic 


ta 
- bs 
t. 


‘* 


" 


Council the other day. And who is there that can refute 
him? Increased taxation is a necessary consequence of 


, 


wasteful expenditure; and how -heavily is- India; taxed. 
at the present moment! . Immediately after the Sepoy War, | 
India’s revenue amounted to 50 crores and her debt: to 
60 crores. Her revenue at present.is-80 crores, ; t he 
debt amounts-to 160. crores! It is impossible 
any impression, upon men like Colonel Ches 
speak so pertly about the material prosperity and 
solvency-of India. . 
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the decrease’ udder Lord Ripon; ‘The writer will do as-much as he om 
to proclaim thé fact, sud calls upon his contemporaries 'to do the same, 
165, ‘The dugathdd, of the: 16th February, says that Lord | 
Lord Dulferin's resignation and during his administration ‘the ‘recollection o 
+ oe "fo pbioh may make them regret his resignation, 
~ Kt is not‘known whether his successor; Lord Lansdowne, will prove a well-wishe, 
of the people of this country, = = = 
. The Bhdrat Mitre, of the 16th February; says that ‘when 4, 
iad peer obs a _ Singlish first oame out to India 7 looked 
pune extravagance of the British yoon it as a veritable Hidorado. They fixe 
Seta A on +‘ enormous salaries for their higher official 
the Governor-General being the most highly-paid officer in the world. By 
for this original mistake of theirs the Government would not have bee 
heard crying to-day “‘ money, more money.” 
«64. he same paper ~~ = whatever —_ org has done~ 
aE the Burmese war, the Thibet mission, the 
, en re de income-tax, the frontier defences, &c.—he has 
done without consulting the wishes of the people; and the result is that 
he is.going away with a lost reputation. If he had remained here two 
years more he might have atoned for his past shortcomings. ee 
68. The same paper says that the postal peons are an extremely 
Neiikiiiied overworked set of men, and it is therefore 
a ubfair to fine them heavily if, owing to ill 


health or other unavoidable cause, they happen to absent themselves fron 
work for aday or two. Government-has not to pay anything extra to the 
substitutes which absentee peons supply to do their work for them. The 


Bhat poor postal 


a fruitful source of revenue to Government, it is strange 
ons should be so harshly dealt with. | 
ation Gazette, of the 17th February, is sorry to hear 

Lord Dufferin’s retirement. that Lord Dufferin will resign before his 
time. Every one has received the announce 

“ment with surprise and regret. Under His Excellency’s administration the 
empire has enjoyed increased security from danger, and its internal adminis 
tration has been strengthened, The way in which Lord Dufferin has been 
governing the country during the last three years must be admitted to be 
conducive to its progress, and His Lordship’s early retirement must therefore 
be regretted. aes 
Monsmpanan 70. Referring to Lord Dufferin’s resignation, the Murshidabed 
PUTO snd Dufforin's administration, Eraéimidhi, of the 17th February, saye thi 
: no memorable event has occurred during His 


Enveamon Gaserrs, 8 8 €8=§9. The Ha 
Feb. 17th, 1888, , ; 


‘Lordship’s administration. 
Botan. Saqsctan b 71. The Sulabh ene aap omega of - dbs ree 
Feb. 17th, 1888. } eee thata letter, addressed to the e itor of tha 
Ace tae journal, was posted at Burisal on the 20th 
August 1887, and was received through the Ashmali post office on the 
6th February 1888! It is surprising to ‘find such irregularities stil 
existing in such an efficient branch of the administration as the 
Department. The letter in question bas been ‘sent to the Postmaster: 
General, Bengal, for enquiry, and the result is awaited with interest. — 
Pests Rogue, 72. The Prajé Bandhu, of ry “a th pais is regen’ 7° 
’ Spr ee remark that Lord Dufferin has failed 
ree earn a good name by his Indian adminwttr 
tion. If he had not laid down his office at this time, his Jndian adminis" 
tion would have completely marred all: his previous reputation. ~ He can’ 
out to this country at a time when it entertained no fear of war or fami 
and if he had only governed the country in a spirit of justice, no one Wi 


,complaited of his administration. . Ha wasted. large aume of 
re hrop on the. pretext. of giving her good government. From the — 
[din ¢ es he set foot in India be proposed’ to curtail its expenditure, 
spointed the Fimance: Commitee. The Committee has 
-. pet: its recommendations have not been given 
its report has sot: béen published. Then. came the Public 
The natives of India. having expressed dissatisfaction 
higher ranks of.tle public service, His 
ointed. this;Commission to 


ong, 8 
Defferin use 
2 

$ : 
soln None of His ie. ha 
India as this one of setting class against clase. Be to | 

During his administration. the Nizam of Hyderabad, the Begum of : a 
Bhopal, the Maharajah of Oashmere, and several other natives,chiefs . have ™ 
had greater or less reasons to complain of oppression. Preparations for war 4 
have also gone on on every side. And who, in the face of these facts, shall 
praise the administration of Lord Dufferin ? ee he 

73. The Samaya, of the 17th February,” has the following on suum. 
the subject of Lord Dufferin’s resignation :— _ Ye» 17th, 1806. 
: — While on the subject of his own re- : 
signation at a recent meeting of his Council, His Excellency spoke of his 
Indian administration in terms of self-approbation. But there is, in fact, 
nothing to admire. in his administration. For be has done nothing to 
promote the internal progress of the country, and his administration is 
marked by serious financial embarrassment. He has made war on Burmah 
at the instance of British merchants and saddled the people of this country 
with the heavy expenses of that war, On the occasion of his opening the 
bridge at Benares, His Excellency said that the internal. advancement of 
India would thenceforward engage ‘his attention. Andas His Excellency 
will remain in the country for ten months more, he may yet redeem his 
promise and reputation by doing something in the interests of the people of 
this country. But if he is at all desirous of doing something of the kind, 


- Lord Dufferin’s resignation. 


¥ 


he can only do it during his short stay at Calcutta. ~~. 
_ Lord Dufferin probably did not himself know a few months before 
that he would have to lay down the Viceroyalty of India’ so soon, for His 
Excellency stated on the occasion of the opening of the bridge at Benares 
that the remaining two years of his administration would be devoted to ae 
the advancement of the internal condition of India, It is therefore dificult , 
to Imagine what may have happened within so-short a time which has at 
compelled him to determine upon resigning his high office before the © °° 
end of his two remaining years. The explanation which he has himself ie a 
vouchsafed on the subject is unsatisfactory. ore 8 
Let the cause of His Excellency’s resi 


Excellency has ten months of his a 


The Arms Act. 


not been killed up 
to the Arms Act ? 
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95. Referring to Lord Dufferin’s resignation, the Pratikdr, of the 17, 
tnt dag Rebrany, ways hak His Lordship. a 
he assumed the. reins. of Government, but none of those hopes has beep, 


realised. Will not Lord Dufferin yet fulfil his: promises ?- | 

96. The Bangabdé, of the 18th February, requests. Lord Dufferig 
Native Pavers, 20W that the time for his departure is dray 

So ase mar Po, _ near, to direct that a. copy: of the Weekly 

Report on: Native. Papers be — to every newspaper in the country 


Lord : Dufferin is an able far-sighted statesman and a friend:of the 


native press, ‘He will tog the: gratitude of the editors of vernaculy 
ne re if he grants this prayer. —__ yp a9 8 moat 
| a a The Sanjiwant; of the 18th February, referring to the occupation 


ut dic bes ‘by:a: frontier tribe of two forte at Gilghit 
Lord Dufferin and the peace of belonging to the Maharaja of Cashmere and 
nie tg the: assault. made by the Kukis on the 
survey party in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, observes : that with 
these disturbances at. the two frontiers of India staring him 1n the face, 
how could: Lord Dufferin say the other day, at the Viceregal Council, that 
India was enjoying peace! For all this disturbance of peace His Excel. 
lericy’s high-handed policy is responsible. YRS Ui | 
‘78. The correspondents of the same paper writing from Canning, 
“is to heheh adh Tnakurakhali, Bagirhat, Cooch-Behar, Div- 
ee _. hatta, Sylhet, Pubna-Kabasi-Khala, Hooghly. 
Bhatgamora, Goalund-Ratandiya, Rajshahye, Tuland, the 24-Per. 
unnabs, Rahasa, Noakhali, Sonamura, Midnapur-Yasara, Rajshahye- 
asimpur, Noakhali' Begumgunge, Sylhet, Uchail, Mymensingh-Tangail, 
Gauhati; Rungpur, Hooghly, Guvindapur, Rajshahye-Bhabanipur, Gayori, 
-Natore-Dbupail, Mursidabad, Jayatai and various other places say thet 
the price of salt in those places has risen by two pice per seer. ives 
79. The <Arydvarta, of the 18th February, says. that there is very 
oe pert ee — pao @ pier Bi ear oer 
Dufferin’s administration com- T,ord Lytton and Lord Dufferin. The former 
sapeb ced oper ahamyoiens tearm a tie Press Act and the latrer has 
introduced the Copyright Act; the former. wasted India’s money in the 
Afghan War, and the latter has done the same thing in the Burmese War. 
Both of them imposed an income-tax, and there has been famine in the 
time of both. But Lord Dufferin’s rule is a unique one in respect of its 
salt and petroleum duties. His Excellency’s Boundary Oommission. work, 
historical though it be, will only facilitate Russian advance on India. ~ | 


80. The Urdu Gusde, of the 18th February, would. like to koow 

: how far the recommendations of the Educa- 

oll ane of Mahomedans in the tion Comwmission have been carried out.. Sir 
Steuart Bayley stated at the Calcutta 
Madrassa the other day that ti.e mere fact of a man being a Mahomedan 
would have no weight with Government in securing for bim an appoint. 
ment in the public service. The writer is sorry that Sir Steuart said spob 
a thing at all; for the fact is that Mahomedans, be they ever so well 
rg Go not obtain employment simply because they are Mahom 

hat the writer and his co-religionists demand is— 


(i) that all qualified Mahomedans should be eniployed in the 
public service ; and eg 
(ii) that other natives of India who bave enjoyed the benefits of 
English education from an earlier period should 1 a | 
obstruct Mahomedans in entering the public service, = 


‘¢' ai9") 


mn Dacca Prakdsh, of the 19th February, thus reviews Lord 0 Passum, 
ne eee eet Delferit's Indien aduineraGon a: 1 
Tord Daiferin’s edministeson. Lord Dafferin has done no good to India. 
fe came out to this country chiefly for the purpose of putting an end to the 
¢ Russian invasion. And itis the question of a Russian invasion 
fear zens hitherto engaged his attention. The settlement of the Afghan 
that fmy question is indeed due to him, but nobody believes that that 
ere ‘has removed for good all fear of a Russian invasion. India 
bas consequently been no gainer by that settlement which has nevertheless 
Jota of. money. On the other hand, the conquest of Burmah has 
ision with France and China at some future date almost inevit- 
able Excellency’s administration ‘is also responsible for the imposi- 
¢ion of the income-tax-and the increase of the sult duty; and the darkest 
blot on his administration is the passing of the Bengal Tenancy Act, an 
Act which will have the effect of arraying the ryot againt the zemindar, and 
which, by weakening the zemindar, will, in the long run, weaken Government 
: 89, The same paper says that public convenience requires that 
passes for the use of guns should be given 
Licenses for the use of guns. to such applicants only as are present in the 
ofice of the Magistrate to receive them, and that even in this case passes 
should be given in the order in which applications are received. Ae 
88. A correspondent of the same paper says that’ Baboo Vishnu 
Charan Banerjee, Post master of the Sub 
Postmaster of the Sub Fost Office Post Office at Lechhragan) in the southern 
Ae ial ee : division of the Manickganj sab-division, Dacca, 
Z leaves office every day at 1 o'clock after 
eeing the Manickganj mail off, and does not return to it before 4 p.m. 
People coming to the Post Office for money-order forms, stanips, &c., are 
consequently put to great inconvenience, As the postmaster is also ve 
slow and takes a long time to register a very small number of letters an 
money-orders, people have to come to his office for days together before they. 
succeed in getting their letters and money-orders: registered ; and if any 
common fellow asks him to attend office between 1: and 4, the post- 
master abuses him in Hindi. The authorities of the Postal Department 
are requested to transfer the postmaster elewhere. == © | | 
84, The Som Prakdsh, of the 20th February, says that the Pioneer 
hk: gives currency to the report that, in’ conse- 
Gre Puy Financial Secretary to quence of the arduous nature of the Financial 
: Secretary’s duties, a proposal is under the 
consideration of the Home Authorities for the creation of the pdst of a 
Deputy Financial Secretary. But considering the financial difficulties. of 
Government, the writer thinks that it will be unwise to create such a post. » 
85. The same paper says that Lord Dufferin’s principal duty: in 


« 


PPeriar igo India should’ have been to increase the. 

Dufferin’s administration. happiness of “the a atives. Bat he has 
done the very opposite thing, The events that will signalize his reign 
are the income-tax, the duty on petroleum, the increase of the sal 
duty, the Afghan ‘frontier fiasco, increase of pular discontent and 


the draining of the pablic exchequer. Looking at these thing 
who will say that Lord Dufferin is a good ruler of men, that he is 
prod statesman, or that he isan able administrator? How fond were the 
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ens that none of the native a aly A R cca 


‘if Lord Dufferin goes away. These papers 


bring happiness toIndia. © . |. 

«Ae Lord Dufferin has directly and indirectly endeavoured to increase the 
discord between Hindus and Mahomedans by showing undue partiality ,, 

the latter in the award of scholarships and titles of honour. 
86, The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrani, of the 20th Feb » says that 
ee ne. Sow, thas Lord Dellasin has feally selut 
What the people expect from the North-Western Frontier question, he yi] 
have ample opportunity, within the nex 


twelve months, to turn his attention to the subject of: internal administration 


and to do good in various ways to the people of India. 
One of the greatest and most memorable events of his administratio, 
is the Public Service Commission. The. writer earnestly hopes that 


much ado will not be allowed to end in nothing. The result of the Army 


Commission has shaken men’s faith in these Commissions of Enquiry, | 
the Public Service Commission proves equally futile, the people will neve; 
ask Government again to hold any enquiry. Lord Dufferin should & 
all that he can to give effect to the recommendations of the Commission, 
The Viceroy in Qouncil is to frame rules for the appointment: of men 
in each of the presidencies, according to nationality, age, and attainments 


If this is done in a spirit of fairness, the people of India are likely t 


benefit. . pee 
The large salaries of the higher officials constitute a crushing burden 


upon India. It will therefore be a very good thing if Lord Dufferin writes 
to the Home authorities recommending the reduction of the number of 


euch offices. This is just the time to make such a reduction. The income 
from. opivm will go on decreasing and the exchange difficulty will go on 
inereasing ; and so the maintenance of so many highly-paid officers will 


become increasingly difficult in future. If Lord Dufferin carries out this 
suggestion he will do great good to the country. 


87. The Dacca Gacetie, of the 20th February, is sorry to find. that 


i te in the course of his speech in the Viceregal 
Perce crses tui nsdecoten Council the Hon’ble Raja Peary Mohu 
Mookerjee said that the salt duty will not touch even the poorest Indian 
in such a manner as to cause him hardship or inconvenience, If there 
had been any system of legislative representation at work in this country, 
Government would have seen that the Hon’ble Peary Mohun was not 
what he is now—a member of the Viceregal Council. The Rajah owes 
his exalted position to the patronage of Government, and he is bound to 
support its measures, good or bad. 

88. Referring to Lord Dufferin’s resignation, the same paper says 


eins that much of His Lordship’s time and atten- 
1: ew _ tion have been devoted to the strengthening 
of the North-Western frontier of India. He has therefore found no fime 
to attend to the subject of internal reform. Lord Ripon earned the 
gratitude of the people of India by introducing many beneficial measures i 
but his successor has only overburdened them with taxes. No Governor 
General imposed so many taxes as Lord Dufferin has done. The, ool 
memorable event of His Lordship’s administration is the annexation 
Burmab, His Lordship cap, however, still leave a lasting reputation bene 
him if he reorganises the Legislative Councils on a representative basi: .— 
89. The Gauhar, of the 20th February, says that no Viceroy 
Lord Deitetin's adtainiatietice. India has introduced so many @isogreeat! 
- taxes as Lord Dufferin has done ; dub ® 
may yet win the love of the people by abolishing all the taxes and increasiag 
& , 


(aa) 


import dtities by two. annss per maund ‘and the passenger ..: 
yeby one pice ithe rupee Gauss. 
e same paper reconimends Government to grant adequate , Same. 
aa _., allowances to the family of the late ex-King of 
family of the ato ~Qudh, as any illiberality towards them would 
j lower the — name in the estimation of 
this country, and will also alarm native princes. __ aM 
r os Urdu Gute, of the 21st Febraary, says that: the language ‘ax tien te 
which the Hindu papers ‘are using against 
The Hisdn papers op Lord Jord Dufferin is of a kind which will dis 
Dufferin. lene sce oy ee oe fe en ar 
99, The Dainsk and Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 2lst February, “™msmSuucus 
"gays that as the people who: have memorialized _reb. ast, 1888. 
preaches in the Damoodar embenks Government on the subject of closing the 
pent, breaches in the embankment ofthe Damoodar 
st Begna and dJankuli have pointed out how such closing may be effected 
without endangering the safety of the Hast Indian Railway line, it beboves 
Government to attend to these prayers without delay. | er ccs 
98. The same paper, referring to General. Chesney’s speech in the Dame & Samcuas 
Viceregal Council, in the course of which he 
General Chemey on Indian finance. Genrecated all pessimistic views of ‘ Indian 
finance, saying that India was able to bear almost any amount of burden 
that might be placed on her shoulder, and that it was sheer nonsense to 
talk of the financial difficulties of the country which could shew a surplus 
of three crores after the Sepoy Mutiny, &., says that General Chesney has 
forgotten that the public debt of India which was 60. crores after the 
Mutiny had amounted to 160 crores. This means that India’s indebtedness 
has increased by 100 crores in 30 years, that is to say, at the rate of one crote 
syear! And if this be not something which should cause anxiety, one does 
not know what should. The fact is, men like General Chesney may afford to 
speak lightly of Indian finance, because they know that no part of India’s 
heavy pecuniary liability will have to be borne by themselves personally 
or their children or children’s children. OO) Ta eee 


St 


ITI.—Lzetsnatrve. 


94, The Sahacher, of the 15th February, is glad to loam that the - lamsomas, 
: ie Maharajah of Younus has been appointed Feb, 16th, 1888. 
late in the aD Extraordinary Member of the icere al 
‘tHe Ti Legislative Council, and will be still more glad 
is Hi 


ghness proves himself worthy of the high trust with which he has 
been honoured. : : : | 


95. ‘The same paper says that the clause in the new Municipal Bill, 


Pinte teeniedae according to which the number of a man’s 
_..__. votes is made to depend upon the amonnt of 
house-rent paid by him, has been passed into law in spite of the opposition 
of the native members of the Bengal Cuuncil. This law will serve to. 
| Mcrease Anglo-Indian influence in the municipality, and to increase that 
influence seems to be the principal object of the whole Bill, Seeing how 
this municipal question is being dealt with, the native members should not 
G0 to the Council at all. Under the existing law aman is permitted to 
rote in the ward in which his house is as well as in that in which he has 
tis place of business, "Under the proposed law a man will’be able to ‘vote 
© put down the natives. The new low will, in fact, make the Anglo-Indians 
absolute rulers of Calcutta, and compel the natives to quit the town, 
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96, The Swrabhi and Patdkd, of the 16th February, says that th, 
_  @lause in the new Municipal Bill, wh; 
St ee ei a qualified voters the privilege of mre 
more votes than one, will enable the wealthier rate-payers to retarn whomyp. 
ever they like to represent the different wards. ‘The position of the poorer 
classes in the municipality will thus be made most weak. Indeed, the long 
and the short of the matter is that the Bill will be passed in a shape whic) 
will meet the wishes of the European community and the plan which §j; 
es i “The Bang ant of the 18th F bruary, says that th 
° e 0 e e , Says that the nop. 
se official members of the Bengal Council 
The Caleutia Municipal Hill, =#= = sess «no real power or influence. The 
Official members settle amongst themselves beforehand in what form 
a law will pass, and its introduction into the Council is intended to be 
a mere matter of form. For not even the strongest arguments that may 
be urged against it by the non-official members are heeded by the official 
members, The debates that are taking place on the Calcutta Muni- 
cipal Bill furnish a good illustration of this. In those debates 
Dr. Guru Das Banerjee and Baboo Kali Nath Mitra, in spite of all the 
good things they are saying, are getting no hearing, and all amend. 
ments are falling through. The most objectionable provisions of the 
Bill, those provisions, that is, which are calculated to do immense — 
mischief to the inhabitants of the town, have been adopted in the face — 
of very strong opposition. Section 10 of the Bill, which fixes the | 
number of votes according to the annual values of houses, 1s a most 
objectionable provision, but it is passed! Indeed, the manner in 
which the official members of the Council are conducting themselves in 
connection with this Municipal Bill is simply disgraceful. If the Govern- 
ment is at all anxious to give effect to the wishes of the people, it should 
listen to the reasonable arguments of the people’s representatives — 
Bat if it is bent on proceeding on the course it has chalked out for 
itself in utter defiance of public opinion, it need not enact the farce of 
discussing the Bill in the Council. 2 
98. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 18th February, hopes that Sir - 
Steuart Bayley will carefully consider the 
resolutions passed at the meeting of the 
rate-payers of Calcutta in the rooms of the British Indian Association, 
protesting against the manner in which the Calcutta Municipal Bill is 
being dealt with in the Bengal Council. > ae 
99. The Navavibhakar Lge eg’ of the 20th eye f° - 
eae are that the European community of Calicut 
oer eee Hees OM are mightily afraid of the vamaeiael supe 
riority of the Hindu Commissioners of the Municipality. Let thoee, 
however, who have eyes to see, look-at the following figures :-— 


The Calcutta Municipal Bill. 


ested Meek ke 
Hindu Commissioners is io ae 6 33 
Manomedan ee “a aon 3 ll 
Chrietian and other _,, meS a 15 25 


It thus appears that there are altogether 33 Hindu and 39 non 
Hindu Commissioners. lea 

100. The Dacca Sewite, of ihe 20th February, is glad to seam 

. a t at t e Maharaj ah of Vizian f+ 4 a 

— gu 808 been appointed a member of the Vicereg! 

Council. The Maharajah is a very able man, and fully deserves °. | 

honour conferred on him. ee | 


says that’ the: native. members. of, 
e ‘ * ° : Bill. D 
of. 
Bi 
Jounceil 
ed Vakil 
Attorn 
ese all these men & 
alcutta Municipa 3 
ed municipal law: will 
rivileges 
‘il be able ) n: 
Government will nominat members 
sect only 50 members, And as it is very likely that some among 
the elected and nominated Commissioners will be. Anglo-Indians, it 
‘. clear that the new municipal law will give. undue predominance. to, 
the Anglo-Indian element in the Calcutta Municipality. The whole 
country has protested against the course which the Government is 
pursuing in this respect. The privilege of voting has been conferred 
upon graduates in the mofussil municipalities, but 1 will be denied 
to graduates residing in Calcutta. | as 
The old system, which entitled every man paying an annual tax 
of Rs. 25 to vote, was @ good one, because it enabled’ a large number 
of people to vote at the elections ; and the majority of the population 
of the town being Hindus, the number of Hindu Commissioners) was 
largest, as justice and equity reauires, But this was most unpalatable 
ty the Mahomedans and the Anglo-Indians, and they have therefore. 
conspired to diminish the influence of the Hindus in the’ munici- 
pality ; but the Mahomedans will lose in consequence ofthis unholy 
alliance. a ah aa 
Section 10 of the Municipal Bill is open to the gravest, objections. 
The occupier of a-house, whose rent is not: less than Rs. ‘30, will be 
entitled to one vote, and for each additional 30 rupees of rent to. one 
additional vote. This principle of ‘plurality,.of votes has been intro- 
duced only for the benefit of. the Europeans who occupy large houses, 
and who will therefore be entitled. to the, largest number of*votes: ~~ 
The writer. .is, however, glad to find that Dr. Guru Das Banerjee’s 
proposal to empower: the Commissioners: to. make. grants of. money 
for primary education has been accepted The Suburban.. Municipality 
pends Rs. 3,000 every year on that object. . 


IV.—Native Srartzs. a are 


102. The Darussaltanat, of the 14th Februa , says thati the: 
The Maharajah Holler. Maharajah Holkar. has hitherto enjoyed 
_ @M unstained reputation, and the 

oy to suspect that the. Pioneer's insinuations regarding the 
Rol hay main are. pat forward as a, set-off to His: 
: abou ae 1S( urtes: « sh Wi UW... i ty 1 
tiga Oe Oe 

108. The Sahachar,.of the 15th, February, says -that, t 
Darnda riablee of the. Gackwar, of of Baroda, vs in, Paris, ;! 
Proper liability, in consequence of a « 
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| rought by the latter. His Highness intends to appeal aga; 
ae denen will not the French Government do him justice _- 
not the British Government say or do anything in this matte, 
The Gaekwar is not a common fellow ; he is a great friend of the Britig, 
Government and an independent Chief. : 
104. The Samaya, of the 17th February, referring to the clain 


The claims of Messrs. Palmer ana recently advanced by Messrs. Palmer ang 


Rumbold on the State of Hyderabed. Rymbold on the State of Hyderabad, gay, 


that the fact of this claim reappearing after its full liquidation 60 hat 


ago and of His Highness the Nizam offering three lakhs for its satisfac. 
tion shows that it is not influence of a very healthy kind that is noy 
being exercised in Hyderabad by Mr. Cordery and Abdul Hug. Haj 
Mr. Cordery been a man of the type of Mr. Metcalfe, and had the 
Nizam been an independent Prince, as he should be, Messrs. Palmer ang 
Rumbold would not have dared to show themselves in Hyderabag 

in. And the Nizam would not certainly have made the offer of 
three lakhs, he is alleged to have done, if he had been left in the posses. 
sion of even a nominal independence. 


VI.—MIScELLANEOUS. 


105. A correspondent of the Chdruvdrid, of the 6th and 134, 
Tigers st Ghoshgaon in Mymen- February, says that the people of Ghosh. 
sing gaon in Mymensingh are living in constant 
dread of tigers whose growls disturb their sleep at night. 
106. The Sahachar, of tne 5th February, hears that, at the instance 
Mr. Cruikshank, the Secretaryofthe Of Mr. Cruikshank, the able and kin. 
Bank of Bengal. hearted Secretary of the Bank of Bengal, the 
Directors of the Bank of Bengal have resolved to pay the income-tax 


of their employés from the Bank funds. The writer offers hig best 


thanks to the Secretary and the Directors of the Bank. | 


107. The Surabhi and Paidkd, of the 16th February, recomments 
Sir Steuart Bayley’s speech at the the Mahomedan community to read 
Calcutta Madrassa. Sir Steuart Bayley’s recent speech at. the 
Madrassa College, Calcutta, with the greatest attention. : 


108. The Pratikdr, of the 17th February, is sorry to hear that the 


ne os Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad . will 

The Murshidabad Newab'samiiy- send his son to England to compete ‘or 

the Civil Service Examination. No one ever dreamt that the scions of 

the Nawab family of Murshidabad would be driven by poverty to enter 
Government service. 


109. The Darussalianat, of the 18th February, says that tigers and 
hacia ta ths Micaela: Ateaates other wild animals are doing consider 


able mischief at Sripore, in the Hooghly 
district. 


110. The Sanjivani, of the 18th February, says that the news 0 
sis Lonel Grifte. Sir Lepel Griffin’s intended departure from 


India has created a sensation amongst bis 
flatterers who are endeavourin 


, chiefs, y bes 
redicted that it will not be difficult for Sir Level to get address 
ull of insincere adulation. 2 i 
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ad 111. Thesame paper has the following 

Lord Dafferin’s resignation. on Lord Dufferin’s resignation:— > 

- Plis Excellency Lord Dufferin, speaking of his own resignation 

ther day, said that his departure from this country was hastened 

pe res ‘i - considerations. What can these family considerations be ? 
only by family const" «s his wife. Lady Dufferin. Hi 
He himself is in good health, and so is his wife, Lady Dufferin. His 
daughters went Co England the other day, 80 that no question seems to 
exist in regard to their education. bss : 

Nothing again has happened to his friends and relations at home, 
requiring his presence there. According to the Englishman newspaper 
sesidence in the hot climate of India has affected the health of their 
Excellencies Lord and Lady Dufferin, and they therefore want to 
make an early departure from-the country. But this cannot be, seeing 
that their Exceilencies residing as they chiefly do in cold hill stations, 
have not really had to bear the heat of India. But supposing that 
their Kixcell ncies are in an indifferent state of health, how is it that they 
main in the country ten months more instead of leaving it at once? 
The plea of ill health brought forward by the Haglishman may therefore 
be summarliy dismissed. , 

There is, however, a@ rumour to the effect that differences have 
arisen between His Excellency and the Secretary of State‘ for India, 
regarding Sikkim and the Simla Exodus. And this rumour if correct, 
would seem to simply account for His Excellency’s untimely resignation. 

112. A correspondent of the same paper thus speaks of the tea- 
planters of the Golaghat Sub-division :-— 

Some of these tea-planters are so shame- 
less and barbarous that while out driving 
ina buggy or riding on an elephant they will in broad daylight, and 
inthe presence of any number of men take coolie women on their 
kneesand kiss them, some of them may be observed walking. on 
the public road with coolie women in their arms. There are others, 
again who despite the time and the place, will spring upon coolie 
women like hungry bears and hug them in their arms. ~ 7 

The managers of all the tea gardens but two in the Golaghat Sub- 
division are guilty of serious crimes. One of these men, who is well know 
to the correspondent, has some 300 coolies under him. Of this 
number 175 are women, every one of whom has had to sacrifice her 
virtue in the flame of his insatiable lust. He makes no distinction of 
young and old, of places frequented and places unfrequented, and. is 
ready to satisfy his lust at any time. He keeps two or three mistresses, 


and ws Paes women coming across him can escape with her honour 
unsullied. : 


Coolie oppression in the Golaghat 
Sub-division. 


This man has in his garden two young married women aged. 
about 15 or 16 each. The husband of one of them suspecting her to 
be in intrigue with the manager, beat her. At this stage, her relations 


on 


interposed and asked the husband to prove the ‘infide ity of his 


we fg PER “ea Sar eae, th Bh 


before beating her for a fancied misdemeanour, It should be observe 
here, that some of the coolie women are in the babit of selling. their 
urtue to the planters who pay them something, say Rs, 5, every time 

they enjoy them. In many cases, these fees for illicit. intercourse a 


entered in the Managers’ books under the heading of “advance pay- 


ments’, and when the women complete their terms of contract, they are 
compelled to enter. into fresh contracts on the strength of these 

‘niries! Now to the story in hand. The husband madeenquiries, #8 8 — 
and obtained clear proofs of the unchastity of both the girls, Hecom- | 2 
qumetted the fact to the husband of the other gitk The tele © 
ons of the first girl informed the manager of the garden of: 
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had happer The manager had the two men called before him ana 
ordered ‘to be whipped. While they were being whipped, 4, 
manager was heard to say, referring to the husband of the first gir) «; 
pave him money in’ order’ to enable him to marryand he onght ng 
fo Ueleave thus towards me, even though I may be guilty of 4, 
offence.” The two men are now’ confined to bed ‘suffering from th, 
effects of: the merciless whipping, and their wives arein the meap. 
time, being enjoyed by the planter who does not allow the wome, 
to attend upon their husbands. Is there no remedy for such a state 
of things as this? The cries'‘of the poor do not reach the ears of the | 
British Government which has no eyes to see these sights of mise 
and oppression. Alas Providence! Have you too ceased to. protect 
your poor children ? nee 7 
118. Referring to the pe 9 ga from 7 oe - = — 
of the opening of Parliament, the Bangg. 
We eee bdst, of ‘i 18th February, remarks / 
follows :— ee 
What the Queen says are simply such words as Her Ministers put 
into her mouth. Her last speech contains no reference to India ; but 
it contains references to Her Majesty’s other dominions ; and the reagop 
is not far to seek. The Parliament, after annulling the East India 
Company’s sjara, has let its Indian zemindari in putni to the Civilians, — 
The affairs of this zemindari are managed by a head Naib in India 
and there is a Dewan who lives in England. The Viceroy is the head 
Naib, and: the Provincial Governors, Lieutenant-Governors and Chief 
Commissioners are subordinate Naibs. The Civilians are the | 
gomashias and the soldiers are the paiks and nagdis. Whatever the 
gomashtas do must be submitted to because they are strong in number. 
The Parliament has ncthing to do with the zemindari, and the Ministers 
have made over entire charge of the zemindari to the Dewan. The 
Dewan knows only the Naibs, and the Naibs are all’ for the gomashtas, 
Why, under circumstances such as these, should the speech put — 
into the Queeo’s mouth by the Ministers contain any reference to. 
India? Ss ee | 
114. Thesame paper says that the duty on liquor yields a revenue — 
Se of four crores of rupees to Government — 
re nee It is therefore probable that 20 crores of 
rupees worth of wine is annually sold to the 20 crores of population of 
India. This is regarded by some as the highest triumph of civilisation, 
The average annual income of a native of India is less than Rs. 25, sohe 
must be considered to be marvellously happy if he buys a rupee worth of 
liquor every year. Indeed, seeing the rate at which the people of India 
are taking to drinking, it may be safely declared that they will: soon 
climb to the highest rung of the ladder of civilization. According to the 
Europeans, civilization and drunkenness bear a direct ratio to each 
other ; and judged ‘by this principle, India must be admitted ‘to be 
marching heroically on the path of civilization and: progress. «Ther 
are now few villages in India where liquor cannot be procured: | Kivea 
in villages, where even the Mudi has no shop for.the sale of rice and 
dél and where hats are held only once a week, . grogshops _ape-mall- - 
tained all the year round. European civilization is making thego 
po le of India slaves of luxurious habits. For it has made them-hep 
essly fond of European clothing and European jewellery. Educate 
Indians think that eating is the occupation of beasts alone, thi ¢ 1008 
alone practise religion and virtue, that charity is nothing if not osteni™ 
tious, and that it is man’s highest wisdom to enjoy after the Burope®! 
fashion the fullest measure of earthly pleasure. ee. 


ge Oe ee 


: cade ei) ‘ “ he f . 7 ‘4 Bret i yes if Lee 4 eae Fig 5 Pe b 2 ts Sok Muth alin , » ide he r% 
Pe ae EE Ly TT ghee er Te EIR TR PT ES TLE AE ALOE SN SM OGL OD GT gen ME aS 

7 "¢ , PP re (eR thy Ras nb We 4 oi, 5 A ee s 4 7 hr ae a ok eB De ath TR joe ee ok p Pog Wf ' est) 6, 4 4 ct Pa whe cy = Ay Ba Vin 

% ; Ss Pe roe ge bs i athe “gga by Jy Ph Sight, icf it (ai, Bch va Ai ee aN fi be Shas ae Ay ee A § iy oss bi hi PGE! 4a, % 4 HE eg ah gf fay, a by heri + Wakes %), Fx 
‘a ; . , (5 Pe 7 & 7 pac VAG 2 4 v 
; LB) wi oy la eh ed) ites A ek Pn nM Lite RO Tes ‘ ’ 4 - *. MITE oa 2 
JB x c - » . 4 4 . 
+ . : 


(a) 


The Dacea Gasette, of the 20th February, says that Lady .. cums 
OB: £PR EOS IE Dufferin’s name will be gratefully remem- """"'™ 
Lady Deiter.  bered. by the ple of India a pega so 

has made-to provide femal medical aid for the women 
endeavon try, id that though Lord Dufferin has done no good to the 
: still his name will be associated with that of his bene- 

the fund she has opened of 


_ The Silchar, of the 18th February, says that, since its sépara- 
: ig ‘ey ~, tion from Bengal in 1875, Assam has 
The cost ef the Assam Administrae fared very ill. Its administration has 
=. lost in efficiency on account. of its being so 
costly. It is now ruled by one Chief Commissioner, one Judicial Com- - 
missioner, one Judge, 138 Deputy Commissioners, 19 Assistant Oom- 
missioners and several Extra Assistant Commissioners, Munsifs and 
Sub-Deputy Collectors, The salaries and allowances given to these 
oficers and these clerks absorb the best part of. the revenue of the 
province. At dy 3 


The inspection tours of the officers bring no gain to the province, 
but cost it heavily. The officers of Government pocket large: allow- 
ances in the name of these tours, but they really spend the whole 
time they remain on tour in hunting and other amusements... =, 


> 


Government, which seems so anxious to curtail expenditure, should 
therefore, following the advice of Mr. Luttman-Johnson, abolish the 
Chief Commissionership of Assam, include the provinces of Sylhet 
and Cachar in Bengal as before, and appoint a Judicial Commissioner 
in the Brahmaputtra Valley.’ By these measures it will increase itg 
yearly revenue by 3: lakhs of rupees. It is curious that the Finance 
Committee has said nothing on this subject. 

The inclusion of Sylhet and Cachar in Bengal is desirable on more 
grounds than one. In the first place, the people of. those provinces 
have always liked to be placed under the Bengal Government. In 

people 
n 
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The delivery of the ; yeas rienced. 
tt Silchar, 7 °* ‘he Calentts Mail at night, the present 


es the Calcutta ‘Mail reaches Sil 
o'clock in the afternoon should be changed. hte 
118. The same paper, referring 
The Moral Education Circular. 
of Hindu 
and placed 
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their 
the ‘inte 


of the Silchar zillah school, sem to beof a sscaryye, nature, and 
should accordingly fave been withdrawn. But as 


preferred against the oc ana staff of the shoo 


e'to change it... 


120, ‘The Paridarsbet, of the 18th February, says that Sylhet i 


‘ a poor district, where the ind is divided 

ates Tend tovetee into pdmerots small holdings and where 
| a ypulation live, for the most part, ‘an 

érly, it ‘wis customery in that district 

a meas several estates by ‘a singh 

‘an ej at a novel practice has beta 

Ptroduééd B De ty Cominisiioner of ‘the Sistrict, ‘according to 

which defa hors aie to pay for each estate, as stamp duty, Rs. 18 


before issue‘ of ‘notice and Rs. 2-8 after it. Be the arrears of a holding 
ever so small—so small, say,as 2 pice—an application for permission 


to,pay it up will entail an- expenditure of Hs. 3-12-6. Owners of 


e shares in a: mehal are ‘naturally anxious to pay up all revenues 
due : but men holding small fractions thereof take ee of . their 


tion to evade payment of of revenue. olders of 
large shares cannot. discover that the holders of small shares have -not 


ext until the statement of arrears 18. oh gene when they have to 
t ainins 


end a lot of money for nothing. If succeed in. a:certai 
the fact before the issue of the notice, Which very seldom happens, the} 


may get over the difficulty by merely paying the stamp duty of 


Rs, 1-8-6. If not, they are o obliged to pay down Rs. 3-13 as the peal 
for ‘the non-payment of drtears of revenue, amotinting, it may be, 
to two pice only, and have, moreover, ‘to undergo ‘ai the ‘worry 


and pecuniary loss inseparable from continual attendance | at the 


Collector's Office. 


‘In Sylhet it is not rare to see a:proprietor who once ‘owned t an 
entire maa and who has gradually lost a pecetpall i portion. 97 : 


for default in the payment of revenue, purposely withholding _his 


Own share of the revenue with the object of regaining the lost portions 


dt ‘sales for default on their account. This ‘circumstance compels ‘the 


new owners to pay from their own pockets the revenue ‘which'is 


payable by the old proprietor. It is true that this praciice will be 


put down by the ‘system of registration of names. But this system 
introduced ‘for the purpose of putting down an unjust practi 


to by a few individuals, 1 is. putting the general public to great ex D a. d 


and 1aconvenience. 


Looking at the. distressed condition ‘of the district ‘or 5. 
three or four years, the attempt to realise two kists at once, togewme 
with an unjust ‘stamp duty and éalabdnd (process fee), is tant amou 
to telbng the people to leave the country, mer 
Some thirty-three thousand mehals have now fallen into srrears ‘i 
North Sylhet alone ; so the defaulters in that quarter will have to pay m0 
than one lakh and twenty-five thousand rupees in stamp duty alone, 88 
this, it should be clear, will. greatly add to their naistrys The Fyots 
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position to pay v6 latge 's sam-of 

in pay ie Ae heir dues, ‘have to:avail 

ddrs, which ‘conte thems gteat deal. 
‘be ‘done ‘away with ‘by: 


area 


revenue 
Sylhet canno 
degree anju 


occurrence. ) 


121. The same paper says that, as prayed for by the people of Pimms, — 
i J crate in phate the Deputy Commig-) %e> 13,1688. 
Remission of process fee and stamp signer has, with the approval of the Chief 
— Commissioner, exempted all mehals paying 
a revenue of one rupee and less from the. payment of the process fee 
and stamp duty. The stamp duty for other mehals has also been 
reduced from Ks. 1-8 to 8 annas, and the process fee from Rs. 2-4 to 
ks, 1-2. For this act of kindness the Chief Commissioner and the 
Deputy Commissioner deserve the best thanks of the public. 


122. The same paper repeats the statement made by: it on a previ- 
ous occasion, to the effect that Ishan Babbo - 
Mr. Mesurier, Assistant Commis- has not done well in entrusting police cases 
ei to an inexperienced Assistant Commis- 
sioner like Mr. Mesurier. Ina petty case that has come up before. 
him, Mr, Mesurier has taken three days to hear the complainant alone, 
and it is probable he will take more time still. The writer believes. 
that an experienced Magistrate would have disposed of the case in one 
day. The Court should know that it costs the Assamese a great deal 
of money to entertain the services of pleaders for days together. 


128. A correspondent of the same paper says that Mr. Edward 
seas ia enim mai Ord, the Chotd Sdheb of a tea-garden near 
’ ™ Sylhet, lately assaulted a tailor in his 
employ by name Samsher Khan. Mr. Ord pursued his tailor, and with- 
out any provocation from the latter gave him such a hard blow on the 
head that the man fell down insensible and his head bled profusely. 
Samsher Khan instituted criminal proceedings against Mr. Ord, and 
the case was tried by Mr. Greenwood. On the day which was fixed for 
the hearing of the case, Mr. Ord went into a billiard-room, and from that 
place addressed a note to Mr. Greenwood saying that, as it was the pay- 
(ay of the garden, he could not attend Court. Mr. Greenwood, however, 
‘ompelled him to appear. The evidence conclusively proved Mr. Ord’s 
guilt, The evidence of Mr. Ord’s own witnesses went to convict him, 


ind yet the Magistrate dismissed the case. What a wanton misca 


of justice ! There is another circumstance connected with this case. 


“hich is worthy of notice, “When ‘asked by ‘the “Court: ere ho 
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